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by Michael McElwee, Port Executive Director

he flood event of November 7, 2006 brought a new arrival to the F
T River waterfront. Depending on your point of view, the 30-acre delta at
~ | the mouth of the Hood River is a nice addition to the family or the
- unwelcome relative comes to stay.

Either way the “Delta” will have a significant impact on how the water-
front is used this year and in the future. It has cut off marine access to the
Nichols Basin for cruise ships and for float contractor Maritime Services Corp.
It has limited access to the Event Site and extends far enough eastward that it
may impact the Marina entrance in the future. Its sheer size and the debris
on it will have a big impact on recreational activities, including
kiteboarding, windsurfing and swimming. It will present new and potentially
hazardous conditions for all who use the water this summer.

Here is what the Port is doing to address the new, dynamic addition to the waterfront:

Existing Conditions—The Port’s surveyor, Terra Surveying, has set topographic targets and
new aerial photographs were taken of the Delta on January 25. This information will provide
accurate area and volume calculations of the Delta. Port officials have met with FEMA, and the
Corps of Engineers to discuss maritime access to the Nichols Basin and dredging costs and feasi-
bility. We are discussing ownership issues with the State of Oregon Division of State Lands and
using historic photographs to assess sedimentation at the mouth of the Hood River over time.

We know that dredging of the entire Delta is important. Even partial dredging is unlikely.
Although the federal government has a historic commitment to dredge a channel to the Nichols
Basin, it would have limited economic benefits (relative to other Corps projects) and could silt
in again in a short timeframe. Dredging would be subject to all the uncertainty of in-water
permitting requirements. And it is prohibitively expensive, probably exceeding $1 million.

We also know that most of the Delta is owned by the State of Oregon and will be subject to state
regulations and jurisdiction.

Recreation Issues—In anticipation of the coming summer recreation season, the
Port’s Recreation Committee will convene a public meeting on February 13 to assess potential
impacts of the new Delta. Significant issues include wood debris, access, signage, guidelines
for separation of sports, changes to the swimming beach, and the needs of kiteboarders and
windsurfers. Additional public meetings will be held through June to refine the issues
and recommendations.

Long-term Impacts—Years ago, the mouth of the Hood River was characterized by
marshy conditions and seasonal flooding. Construction of the the Bonneville Dam and
numerous dredge and fill projects have shaped the waterfront, but sedimentation has
continued. The current Delta may well represent a return to historic conditions, accelerated by
increasing debris flow in the upper Hood River watershed. Therefore, it is likely that the Delta
represents a permanent, albeit dynamic, feature on the waterfront. Understanding as much as
possible will allow us to anticipate future changes and identify future actions. We are seeking
federal assistance to conduct a long-range study of the lower Hood River to assess current and
future conditions and evaluate impacts. We are also identifying potential response steps and
local partners to carry out the work.

Although the Hood River Delta is changing constantly, and may take a significantly different
shape after the spring runoff arrives, it is probably here to stay. Waterfront users will need to be
flexible and ready to adjust their activities to ensure safe enjoyment of the Delta this summer.

FEBRUARY MEETINGS

Waterfront Recreation Committee
Special Meeting Feb. 13, 6 p.m.

Hood River Expo Center Conference Room
For more information or minutes,

contact the Port at 541-386-1645 or email:
porthr@gorge.net

Wateriront Development Outreach

Feb. 22, 6 p.m., Hood River Expo Center Conference Room

Toll Plaza Project continues

Progress on the Port’s Toll Plaza Improvement project became much
more visible in late January as bridge users and onlookers witnessed
the disappearance of the old tollbooth and the placement of a temporary
toll collection structure.

Roads on new outside lanes are complete, and resurfacing of the old
roadways are underway. Before long, new electronic tolling equipment will
be installed and ready for testing.

The new tollbooth, unlike any other, will be pre-fabricated in Michigan
to custom specifications for the Port. The Port of Hood River tollbooth is
unique, according to Linda Shames, Port finance manager. Most toll
plazas contain multiple units from which to collect tolls for numerous
lanes, with a common service building for breaks and record-keeping. The
Port of Hood River tollbooth is one all-inclusive unit that contains a
surprisingly long list of amenities and equipment for a small structure.
The list of items to accommodate includes a restroom, sink, ship-to-shore
radio, computer and printer, police scanner, calculator, coin counter,
coffeemaker, microwave, and radio.

“The toll building is the main issue that will affect project timeline,”
Shames states. Not only must the unit be designed for the Port’s specified
purposes, it must then be certified by the state of Oregon prior to
construction. “The building has the most hurdles and any slip in time will
be due to this,” Shames adds. The project began in late-October and four
lanes should be operational at busy commute times this summer.

please see Toll Plaza continued on page 4
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Chinook helicopter.

Two Army National Guard Black Hawks take off Sunday,
December 17, while search and rescue personnel load the

In a time of emergency and
national attention, the Port of
Hood River’s Ken Jernstedt
Airfield played a major support
role. The community’s small
general aviation airport became
the base of operations in the
December search effort for three
lost Mt. Hood climbers.

he three mountaineers — Kelly James

and Brian Hall of Texas, and Jerry
Cooke of New York — set out on an
overnight ascent December 7, 2006. James
was found dead in a snow cave, and Hall
and Cooke are presumed deceased.

MSC Floating Structures launched its first float at
Nichols Boat Basin last summer.

ology.

Maritime Services Corp. continues to
serve the domestic and international
maritime industry with design,
engineering, construction and materials
for building and refurbishment of cruise
ships, work hoats, and other vessels. The
company is also engaged in other local
construction ventures.

Capovilla says that MSC Floating
Structures is working on an
arrangement with the Port of Hood
River for space adjacent to the former
Mid-Columbia Marina to build larger
floats on a temporary, as-needed basis.

“We want to work on a longer

ISC Floating  relationship with the Port,” Capovilla
has doubled  states. “I think everyone would like to
six months.  See the operation continue.”

During the two-week search window, much of the
nation was riveted by the intense effort led by Hood River
County Sheriff Joe Wampler and his deputies, plus
members of the Oregon Army National Guard, Nevada Air
National Guard, Air Force Reserve, Hood River Crag Rats
and Portland Mountain Rescue. The Port’s airport had a
central part in the effort, too, providing a base camp with
excellent Mt. Hood access.

“The airport is a great location,” said Col. David
Greenwood of the Oregon Army National Guard, who is in
charge of Oregon-based military aviation assets.

“If it wasn't for the local airport, the search would
have been based at The Dalles Municipal Airport. That
would have made communication difficult — we had a
direct line-of-sight to the mountain from Hood River. And
the sheer distance from The Dalles airport would have
made it difficult. Hood River is centrally located,”
Greenwood explained.

Hood River had a steady search leader in Sheriff
Wampler, the colonel continued.

“This is our business — we do it a lot. We work with
sheriffs of all 36 Oregon counties. Joe Wampler is
abhsolutely one of the best. He did great things as an
incident commander. He was receptive to ideas from
everyone, but he was always the decision-maker.

He did a great job handling military
assets,” Greenwood said.

As incident commander, it was Wampler’s call to set up
base at Ken Jernstedt Airfield. “It was a logical choice,
given its proximity to the mountain. It was close enough to
the Gorge that we could fly equipment in during bad
weather on the mountain,” Greenwood said.

Oregon Army National Guard based three helicopters —
a CH-47 Chinook and two UH-60 Black Hawks — at the
airport. The Chinook was used to ferry searchers to
mountain locations, while the Black Hawks provided
extraction capabilities and carried medical equipment.

Terrible weather conditions on the mountain kept the
craft grounded early in the search, but as soon as storms
passed, helicopters were able to reach the mountain
quickly, Greenwood continued.

On December 17, the hody of Kelly James was found
inside a makeshift mountain snow cave. His climbing
colleagues have not been found.

“Search conditions were challenging. We had a low cloud
ceiling and high winds that made an aerial search unsafe.
When it did clear, we hit it hard,” Greenwood explained.

Back at Ken Jernstedt Airfield, two unanticipated events
were oceurring.

First, intense interest in the search effort was demon-
strated hy the large contingent of national media on
hand. Oregon National Guard Capt. Mike Braibish worked
with the score of media outlets on the scene. That
included CNN, MSNBC, network broadcasters and their
Portland affiliates.

National interest was much higher than normal,
probably because of the attention devoted to the post-
Thanksgiving search for the four-member Kim family in
Southern Oregon, Greenwood suggested.

“Last year, we had a similar search effort on Mt.
Rainier,” Greenwood said. “We eventually saved those
three climbers, but there was no national attention at all.”

The second unexpected item was the outpouring of
local support given to searchers.

“The community really got behind us. It was the little
things that really helped: there were apples everywhere,
cookies, Christmas cards, even Starbucks donated coffee,”
Greenwood explained.

“Community members were extremely respectful. As
the military officer in charge, that helped me keep my
focus on the task at hand. There were a ton of people, but
they kept their distance from the main operations. If we
didn’t approach them, they didn’t approach us. They were
very respectful,” the colonel concluded.

Hood River County Sheriff Joe Wampler
briefs the press at the -
Ken Jernstedt Airfield. £
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